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State and Federal Agencies Developing F~egional Restoration Planning Program

for Oil Spills

State and Federal natural resource officials are requesting public comments on the (jevelopment
of the first statewide Regional Restoratiorl Planning Program (RRP) , including RegilDnal
Restoration Plans, that will assist in restoring natural resources injured by oil spills.

The goal of this new program is to make the Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA)
process more efficient. NRDA is the mechanism by which the trustees pursue dama'ges from
responsible parties to compensate the public for any injuries to natural resources re~;ulting from



oil spills. The planning program and restoration plans will identify potential restoration projects
and the criteria for selecting the ,appropriate project prior to spill incidents; thereby shortening the
NRDA process, minimizing costs, and expediting restoration of lost natural resources and
services.

Implementation of the RRP Program will allow the state to dramatically improve the ,coordination
of restoration conducted through the NRCIA process with on-going restoration effort~;.

Officials are requesting comments on the proposed RRP Program as described in a Public
Review Document that was released at end of June 2001 and is available at www.darp.noaa.oov.
The trustees are also soliciting restorationl projects for potential inclusion in the proplDsed
Regional Restoration Plans. Restoration projects will be included basE~d on the se,lection criteria
that will be developed as part of the RRP Program.

Public meetings on this Program are scheduled on the following dates at the follovvirlg locations
from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm:

C July 17, 2001, Shreveport, State Office Building, 1525 Fairfield
Avenue, Room 205, Shreveport, LA
C July 18, 2001, Monroe, Monroe City Hall, Council Chamber, 1 st Floor,

400, Lea Joyner Expressway, Morlroe, LA
C July 19, 2001, Alexandria, Louisiana, Convention Center, 2225 N.,
MacArthur Drive, Alexandria, LA
C July 24, 2001, New Ol1eans, Joseph S. Yenni Bldg., 1221 Elmwood Park
Blvd., Jefferson Parish Council C:hamber, 2nd Floor, Jefferson, LA
C July 25,2001, Lake Chal1es, Burton Business Center, McNeese State
University, 350 Lawton Drive, Lake CharIE~s, LA
C July 26, 2001, Baton Rouge, Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, 2000
Quail Drive, 1st Floor, Louisiana Room, Baton Rouge, LA

Requests for copies of the .Public Review Document of the Louisiana
Regional Restoration Planning Program" :should be sent to Karolien
Debusschere, Deputy Coordinator, Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator's Office,
Office of the Governor, 625 N. 4th Street, Suite 800, Baton Rouge, LA 70802;
Kdebusschere@losco.state.la.u§ <mailto:Kdebusschere@losco.state.la.us>.
Written comments on the plan should be sent to the contact at address listed
above and must be submitted on or before August 20, 2001.

Opportunities for public comment will be provided throughout the
development of the RRP Program and RRPs.
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